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Country setting

allows couple to shape

a living out of
stoneware.

By Abe Aamidor
STAR STAFF WRITER

in the country with a genu-
ine pottery studio on the
A ground floor for Matt and

Indiana University art stu-
dents.

Matt can work at his potter’s wheel all

day while Diane hand-paints the pieces
prior to glazing.

A crackling wood stove heats the house
(which once was a tourist lodge), and the

native Hoosiers can hear their children’'s

laughter wafting through hallways near-
by.
All in all. it's an idyllic setting in north-
east Hamilton County for Strawtown Pot-
tery & Antiques, which the Garrisons co-
OWTL.

Beavers, too

Well, idyllic may be too strong a word.
There was the woman who tried to com-
mit suicide on the property in 1985. She
drove her old car down the steep drive-
way to the Garrison home and kept on
going, across the lawn and into the banks
of the White River, which runs along the

property line. She only survived because |

her car got stuck in the mud. s

This past winter, beavers chewed more
than two dozen trees Matt had planted
along the river's edge. and visitors to the
antique store apparently stole a freshly
planted 7-foot pine before leaving (they
didn't purchase anything, either).

trawtown, Ind. — It's a home

Diane Garrison, both former

And. the Garrisons are constantly re-
pairing the 20-rcom home and studlo,
built around 1935. it previously had
served as a motel, community center, res-
taurant, teen club, gas station and gener-
al store. as well as the Chief Straw Lodge
and Strawtown Feed & Supply. It fell —
almost literally — into the Garrisons’
hands in 1983. Most of the windows were
boarded up at the time.

So. life has been trying at times for the
Garrisons.

8 Star Staff Photos / D. Todd Mc
MAIN STORE AREA: Strawtown Pottery & Antiques is part of a 20-room
home and studio for the Garrisons.

. But business, especially the
pottery end of it, is good.

The Garrisons regularly ship
handmade pieces to George Wash-
ington’s Mount Vernon home in
Virginia, and have a continuing
contract with N.K. Hurst Co. of
Indianapolis to produce 5-quart
bean pots as spectal premiums for

the company. They aiso do repro-
ductions for the the URI Collectors

Society. .
Tt



Mitchell, IN 47446

10 - 5 Monday - Saturday

. 12 - 5 Sunday

RN\ " Phomes:
Co o U (812)849-5300
Lowell & Betty Gore o (812)275-7640

BILL & DONNA LINDEMAN

BILL'S BARN
Antiques & Collectibles

Country Furniture and General Line

515 8th St.
Huntingburg, IN 47542
683-4993 Mornings by Chance

Open Daily 1-8

SRR

WM

Bill & Pam McKinney

AR\ PAM'S
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

UHL Pottery, Jewel-T, General Line

6 Mi. South

Hiway 231 Open Daily 1-6
Bloomfield, IN 47424 Closed Wednesday
812-863-7316 Wed. & Momings by Chance

Treasure Chest

Antigue Mall

JERRY & SUSIE 321 S U.S. 231

SPANABAUER Southgate Center
812-634-2986 Jasper, IN 47546
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